
 
 Dooley El Dooley Elementary E-News 
  2425 San Gabriel            2425 San Gabriel    469-752-1100   
 

September News: 

Mark your calendar                                   
September 19 Back to School Picnic at 6 pm 

24 EARLY RELEASE  at 12 noon 
25 Girl Scout meeting in the cafeteria at 6:30pm 
30 Individual Picture Day 

October     10 Grandparents’ Day Lunch 11 – 1 
13-15 5th Grade goes to Camp CCAC 

16 EARLY RELEASE at 12 noon 
17 NO SCHOOL – Parent  / Teacher Conference Day 

Note from the principal, Mrs. Loomis:   
Dear Dooley Parents, 
     Welcome back to returning students and families!   Also, it is great to have the addition of new Dooley 
Dragons and families in Kindergarten and those who joined us from other schools.  All of your children are 
thinking, working hard, and enjoying their time together.  
     Our theme for this year is - THINK...the big picture. As we progress through the year, we will be sharing 
with you some additional activities we are doing to help children think about curriculum topics and their 
behavior.  
     At the Back to School Parent Grade Level meetings I asked for parents to bring their children to school by 
7:35 am so that their student has enough time to walk the long hall to their classroom, put their back pack in 
their locker, and be in their seat for class to begin at 7:45 am.  It is so important for students to start the day 
out prepared and ready to learn.  Many of you have been bringing your children to school by 
7:35 and we appreciate your effort.  We have supervision available by 7:00 am each day, so please feel free to 
bring your child before 7:30. 
     After school pick up time is 2:45 pm.  We ask that you make every effort to be on time and no later than 
3:00 pm.  Teachers have after school meetings and preparations to complete, so we appreciate your timeliness. 
     We are looking forward to partnering with you this year in the educating of your child.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact your child's teacher or me. 
Have a great month! 
Sue Loomis, principal 

Susan.Loomis@pisd.edu                                    THINK         The Big Picture 
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A word from our Assistant Principal, Mrs. Yervasi:     
Dear Dooley Parents, 

I am excited to be part of the Dooley staff this year.  I share my time with Hickey Elementary.  My 
regular days at Dooley are Monday and Thursday and every other Wednesday.  This is my 22nd year in Plano 
and 31st year in education.  My primary teaching background was in special education.  I have been an 
administrator at Armstrong Middle School and Stinson Elementary School. 
 My goal is to encourage students to do their best and follow their dreams.  The best part of my job is 
visiting each classroom and getting to know the students.  It is always thrilling to see the students grow and 
learn each and every day. 
 Please feel free to stop by my office or call me if you have any questions.  I believe that 
communication between home and school is critical to student success.  I look forward to getting to know all 
the members of the Dooley school community. 
Maureen Yervasi 
Maureen.Yervasi@pisd.edu 

 

Important reminders from the Front Office:     
 

NEW PISD BUILDING ENTRANCE PROCEDURES 2/21/08 
V-Soft 

PISD has a new system called V-Soft that helps to protect all students.  V-soft helps track visitors, students, faculty, 
contractors and volunteers at our school, thus providing a new tool that assists us in protecting our student environment.   
Each time a visitor, volunteer or contractor check-in at the front office, or come to pick up students, 
EVERYONE will be asked to present a valid state-issued photo ID to the front office personnel for them to enter 
into the system.   
The system has the ability to provide alerts on people who may jeopardize the safety of the campus.  Additionally, the 
system produces valuable information such as volunteer hours, print visitor name badges and monitor the number of 
guests who visit our campus.  We ask for your cooperation in presenting your valid state-issued photo ID when checking 
in at the school. 
 
If you need to acquire a State of Texas Identification Card, you can go to the Texas Department of Public Safety located 
at 2109 West Parker Road, Ste 224, Plano, TX  75023.  Their phone number is 972-867-4221 and their hours of 
operation are Monday through Wednesday from 7:30am-5:00pm, Thursday from 8:00am-6:00pm and Friday from 
8:00am-5:00pm.   
                           
Dooley Office Hours are 7:30 – 3:30             Building is Closed @ 3:30. 
                         New Student Registration 8:00 --2:00 
 

Mornings:   Students should be in their seat by 7:45 when the bell rings.                  
Afternoons: They need to be picked up at 2:45 when classes are dismissed.        
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ABSENCES:  PARENTS/GUARDIANS –  CALL AND WRITE A NOTE  ALWAYS! 
A parent/guardian must call the Child-Safe/Child Absence Line to report a student absent or late to school 
(arriving after 9am).  Call 469-752-1100, choose option 1 for English, or option 2 for Spanish, next, press 
option 3 to leave a message.  Leave the student name, date of absence, grade level, teacher name and reason 
for absence. 
PARENTS HAVE ONE (1) WEEK after an absence to turn in a handwritten, signed note in order to receive 
an “Excused” absence.  The note should include the student’s name, date/s of the absence and the reason for 
the absence.  A parent call does not excuse the absence – a note MUST be received. 
 
DELIVERY GUIDELINES FOR FORGOTTEN ITEMS (example:  forgotten lunches, school 
work, gym shoes, coats, etc….)    Items must be placed in the “delivery” bookcase in the Front Office.  Each 
item must be labeled with the Student’s Name, Grade Level and Teacher Name.   
Deliveries are only made twice daily at 10am and again at 2pm.   
Please make arrangements ahead of time for your child to get home safely.  It is understandable that 
sometimes things happen during the day to change plans, however you must know that a 
message cannot be delivered to the student after 2:15.   
 
One more thing…..the student distribution rounder is now located inside the office instead of the front hall. 
 
      Judy.Harsh@pisd.edu    Office Manager              JoAnn.Yoes@pisd.edu    Secretary 
 
 
PISD Dress Code: 
The PISD Dress code states that “Students Dress and Grooming are expected to be in 
keeping with accepted community standards.” 
GUIDELINES FOR DRESS & GROOMING 
 1. Shoes must be worn at all times. 
 2. Students in grades K-2 may wear regular shorts. 
     Students in grades 3-12 may wear shorts but must meet the following standards: 
    a) Must be loose-fitting; no biking shorts, cutoffs, boxer shorts or combination thereof. 
    b) Must be hemmed or cuffed. 
    c) Length must be to the fingertips or longer. 
 3. Dresses or skirts must be longer than fingertips. 
 4. Tank tops, tube tops, halter type blouses or mesh shirts will not be permitted.  
     Sundresses will be permitted if modestly cut. Shirts should overlap the waistband of skirts, shorts, or pants. 
 5. Items with provocative, offensive, violent, or drug related pictures or slogans will not be permitted. Items 
     advertising alcoholic beverages or tobacco products will not be permitted. 
 6. No hats, caps, bandannas, hoods, wallet chains, or sunglasses. 
 7. No type of clothing which has been torn or has holes will be allowed. 
 8. No sagging pants or shorts. 
 9. No gang paraphernalia. 
10. No visible pierced jewelry other than earrings. 
11. All students are expected to meet community standards and school policies with regard to health, 
      cleanliness and appearance. All safety rules must be obeyed. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
If you want to volunteer this year, we would love to have you.  You must first fill in a  
Parent Volunteer form found online.  We have a notary on campus for your convenience.  
The address is:   http://www.pisd.edu/about.us/partners.volunteers/volunteer.application.shtml 
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FROM THE NURSES’ CORNER      
     
      Dooley will be participating in a healthy initiative called P.A.C.K. WEEK – Pack  Assorted  Colors for 
Kids Week, September 22-26, 2008.  This fun and educational program will be aimed at encouraging kids to 
eat more fruits and vegetables. 
     The focus of P.A.C.K. Week is on eating a wide variety of colorful fruits and vegetables, as each has its 
own nutritional benefits.  To get the broadest range of nutrients, all colors are important – purple, white, red, 
yellow, orange, and green.  And kids love eating the rainbow!  Each day of P.A.C.K. week has been assigned 
a different color and we’re asking you to pack a fruit or vegetable in your child’s lunch box based on the 
color of the day and also sending a snack of that same color.  You may also want to encourage your child 
to wear something of the color of the day!!  Here are the days of P.A.C.K. week with some packing tips to 
make it easy; 
     Monday,  September 22nd is pack purple day. 
     A child-friendly way to “pack purple” is with grape juice, snack sized raisins or fresh blueberries. 
      
     Tuesday, September 23rd is pack white day. 
     Bananas, white peaches or even cauliflower with dressing makes a nice choice. 
 
     Wednesday, September 24th is pack red day. 
     Strawberries are a favorite, and other tasty options are red pepper slices, tomato wedges, or a delicious red      
     apple. 
 
     Thursday, September 25th is pack yellow/orange day. 
     Baby carrots are easy to pack and so are dried apricots or orange segments. 
 
     Friday, September 26th is pack green day. 
     Go green with celery sticks, broccoli florets or a crisp green apple. 
 
     There are lots of ways to be creative and pack more healthy fruits and vegetables into your child’s day. 
Please join us at Dooley as we celebrate P.A.C.K. Week!!!!! 
Nurse Gail 
Gail.Blessing@pisd.edu 
 

 
 

Counselor:                  
Ramona.Cartwright@pisd.edu 
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Literacy Specialist      
Welcome to a new and exciting year at Dooley.  All of the grade levels are off to a great start.  Many of your 
children may be talking about the "MAP" test they are doing.  MAP stands for "Measures of Academic 
Progress" and it is a screening test that each student will complete on the computer.  There are several 
different subjects to be completed depending on the grade level.  These tests help the teachers determine 
where to target their instruction.  They are not graded tests and the information about each test will be 
explained to you during your parent conference time.  If you have any concerns about reading, writing, or 
progress don't hesitate to call or email me.  We are excited that your child is a Dooley Dragon.   
Lauren Shaw  
 
Literacy Specialist  
469-752-1175  
Lauren.Shaw@pisd.edu  

 
 

News from the Grade Levels and Specials: 
Kindergarten:   
Kindergarten has been settling into the routine of school.  For some, this is their first experience in a structured 
environment and are doing well.   
 
For those of you that were not affected, you may not know that we added a section of Kindergarten in early 
September.  We now have four sections.  The new teacher's name is Ms. Padgett.  We are very glad to have 
her.  The transition went well. 
 
The students are focusing on letters Nn and Aa along with the star words - the, a, my, that, and like.  Please 
help review these letters/sounds/words if your student is not recognizing them independently. In Math we are 
learning positional words and one-to-one counting.  In Integrated Curriculum (Science and Social Studies), we  
are studying about "balance and stability" and have met a mascot friend named Buddy Bear. 
Feel free to contact your child's teacher if you have questions! 
 
Dooley Kindergarten Teachers 
Stephanie.Maeder@pisd.edu        Jill.Bastian@pisd.edu        Pency.Edel@pisd.edu    Arin.Hague@pisd.edu 
         
 
 
1st Grade:   
The children have been hard at work building a “solid foundation” for first grade.   MAP and TPRI testing is 
winding down and we are about to settle into a more regular daily routine.  In our integrated curriculum, the 
students are getting acquainted with geography by making their own maps using cardinal directions.  They are 
learning about the five themes of geography in an attempt to understand the relationship between people, 
places, and environments over time.  As an introduction to science, they will visit Dooley’s science lab this 
month. Our first graders are off to a great start!  
 
Dooley 1st grade Teachers 
Cathy.Stansberry@pisd.edu      Martha.Williamson@pisd.edu     Tanji.Johnson@pisd.edu 
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2nd Grade:  
STRESS FREE, FLEXIBLE HOMEWORK 
 
Purpose:  Review and practice skills taught previously in the classroom.  
Time allotment:  To allow flexibility for family activities, your child will bring a homework packet home on 
Monday and it will due on Friday. Each page should take approximately 15 minutes to complete. We also 
encourage your child to read 15 minutes each night, but they will not be required to complete a reading log. 
Additionally, they will need to study their spelling words for their testes on Fridays.  
Consequence:  IF your child does not bring their homework packet Friday morning, they will sign the TOD 
chart for not being responsible and will have to complete a new packet during Free Time Friday.  Parents, 
please help teach your children to be responsible by not driving their homework up to school when they forget 
it. It is their responsibility to bring their homework, not yours.  
 
PROJECTS 
 
Your child will be required to complete two projects this year. They are as follows: 
Fire Prevention Poster (Will be completed in class) 
Habitat Box (During our Harmony unit) 
We also encourage your child to complete a science fair project, although it is not mandatory.  
 
SCHEDULE 
7:45-9:15 Math 
9:15-9:30 Snack/Read Aloud/Restrooms 
9:30-11:15 Language Arts 
11:15-11:45 Lunch 
11:45-12:15 Recess 
12:15-12:50 Science reviews and Grammar 
12:50-1:40 Specials 
1:40-2:45 Integrated 
 
TEACHER PHONE #S 
Mrs. Burke (469) 752-1140 
Ms. Carpenter  (469) 752-1141 
Mrs. Knighton (469) 752-1142 
Mrs. Masters (469) 752-1143 
 
Note- Teachers will not be able to look at your e-mails or return phone calls until their planning period (12:45-
1:40) or after school. Thank you!  
 
 
MATH FACTS 
 
Why is it so important for children to know their math facts in order to succeed academically? Quite simply, a 
lack of fluency in basic math fact recall significantly hinders a child’s subsequent progress with problem-
solving, algebra and higher-order math concepts. This can have a serious impact on a child’s overall self 
confidence and general academic performance in math. The National Council for Teaching Mathematics new 
guidelines state that second graders should be able to quickly recall basic addition and subtraction facts and 
fourth graders must have quick recall of multiplication and division facts.  
 
Dooley 2nd Grade Teachers 
Susan.Knighton@pisd.edu  Andrea.Burke@pisd.edu  Kristen.Carpenter@pisd.edu  Jenny.Masters@pisd.edu 
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3rd Grade:  
Third grade has gotten off to a great start!  We have been working on place value, Plano history, and 
reviewing reading skills.  We have completed MAP testing and will be taking the CogAT test the last week in 
September.  We will begin studying matter and doing some fun experiments with that!  We will be switching 
to our different math classes and we will continue place value and introduce rounding.  Please continue to read 
with your children and practice addition and subtraction facts!  If you have not scheduled a conference with 
your child's teacher, please contact them.  
 
Dooley 3rd Grade Teachers 
Nancy.Bernhardt@pisd.edu  Amy.White@pisd.edu  Brittany.Ivy@pisd.edu  Cathy.Alvarez@pisd.edu  
 
 

 4th Grade:  
Thanks for a great beginning of the year! It was nice to meet many of you at our Back to School Night on 
August 26th. 
We are studying map skills, globes, landforms and waterforms. A quiz on landforms and waterforms will be 
on Tuesday, September 23rd. The unit assessment on map skills will be Friday, September 26th. Students 
should study all of the notes and materials given in class.  
Thank you for all of your support at home! 
 
Dooley 4th Grade Teachers 
Linda.Radke@pisd.edu   Toni.Kneedler@pisd.edu  Emily.Hardy@pisd.edu  Amy.Stadheim@pisd.edu      
 
 

 5th Grade:   
5th Grade is gearing up for camp.  Forms and payment are due this Friday, September 19th.  Please contact 
your homeroom teacher if you have any questions regarding camp registration.  As a reminder, we will be 
leaving Monday, October 13th and returning Wednesday, October 15th . 
 
Dooley 5th Grade Teachers 
Carla.Carter@pisd.edu  Jamie.James@pisd.edu  Zachary.Mitchell@pisd.edu  Christopher.Martin@pisd.edu              
                               
 

PACE:   
Here are the topics we are working on in PACE: 
1st grade - Brainstorming techniques 
2nd grade - Technology: PowerPoint 
3rd grade - Patterns 
4th grade - Leadership qualities and misconceptions 
5th grade - Fibonacci sequence; figurative language in poetry 
 
Joyce Lin 
Gifted Specialist 
Dooley Elementary 469.752.1131 
Joyce.Lin@pisd.edu  
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PE:      
PE is starting something new this year called Marathon Kids.  It is an at home voluntary walk/jog program. 
All interested students should have already returned their permission slips to the gym and will be receiving 
their log sheets soon.  Each student, with the support and supervision of their parents, will be able to keep 
track of any walking or jogging done at home to earn a free Marathon Kids T-Shirt in the Spring. 
 
Jennifer.Estill@pisd.edu           Dana.Struchtemeyer@pisd.edu          Caryn.Weaver@pisd.edu 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                     

Music:    
Music is off to a great start this year! We participated in the National Anthem Project on September 12 by 
singing the National Anthem at 9am with other boys and girls all over the United States.  This is the first year 
that Dooley has participated and hopefully it will become a new tradition.  This project was started after a 
survey found that two out of three Americans do not know the words to our National Anthem.  Do you?  :) 
 
Brittany.Wooten@pisd.edu   
 
 

Art:    
     The PTA Reflections theme for this year is "Wow!"  Reflections is an arts recognition and achievement 
program for students that allows them to explore their creativity and provides an opportunity for positive 
recognition.  Students may enter original artworks in Literature, Musical Composition, Visual Arts, 
Photography, Dance Choreography, and Film/Video Production.  This is a great way to encourage our students 
to "Think!"  Please help me encourage our students to think, "Wow!"  The deadline for entries will be 
announced soon. 
 
Laura.Reeves@pisd.edu 
 
       

Library                     
     This year the Dooley Library will be promoting two reading programs.  For grades 3 -5 we will again be 
reading for the Texas Bluebonnet Award.  There is a list of 20 books the students have received.  To 
participate in the January voting they must read or have read to them 5 or more of the books on this year’s list.  
Those who choose to read 18 or more will receive an invitation to a very special celebration in the library in 
February. The forms have a place for parents to sign verifying that the books have been read. Our goal for the 
Bluebonnet program is to have every student be eligible to vote.   
     For grades K-2 we will again be putting scales on our Dragon in the hallway.  Each student will have a 
packet in their take home folders.  Please make sure these are kept in their folders so they don’t get lost.  There 
will be a list of book titles, authors and series on the yellow paper.  As the students read or listen to a book you 
must check off the book and sign.  For those books that are not specifically listed but have an author name or 
series name you may write the title of the book on the Get Fired Up for Reading form included.  Every time 
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your child has checked off 5 books they get to come to the library and put a scale with his/her name on the 
dragon.  Our goal for the Dooley Dragon Readers is to get every child to put on at least one scale.   
     Library League will be starting up for fourth and fifth graders.  Students interested will be bringing home a 
form they must fill out and return to the library.  Each library league member will choose a morning or 
afternoon time to come to the library.  The times are 7:15 to 7:40 or 2:45 to 3:15.  It can be any morning or 
afternoon except Tuesday after school. They will choose one time a week that will be their regular day.  
Students in library league get to learn how to run the circulation desk, put away books, process new books, 
etc.  We look forward to another year with Library League. 
              
BettyJean.Kennedy@pisd.edu       Lynn.Winters@pisd.edu     
             

Technology      
PlanoISD invites you to register for Parent Portal.  This site gives you direct access into your child's classroom 
information, district wide information and links to other often used services.  We are sure you will find it 
helpful and informative.  http://parent.mypisd.net   
 Pam.Rand@pisd.edu    
 
 
ESOL 
Jacquelyn.Smith@pisd.edu  
 
Title One 
Kristy.Boehm@pisd.edu 
 
Special Education 
David.Houk@pisd.edu  Penny.Snider@pisd.edu  Gaye.Anderson@pisd.edu  Kevin.Eubanks@pisd.edu  
Lacey.Harkins@pisd.edu  Lynnette.Fronterhouse@pisd.edu  Marlon.Bobbitt@pisd.edu  
Jackie.Stewart@pisd.edu   
 
CSC  
Tonia.Graham@pisd.edu  Archana.Agarwal@pisd.edu   Kelly.Carrero@pisd.edu 
 
 
Speech 
Jennifer.Pate@pisd.edu  
 
 

Student Council:   
Student Council will be holding their first meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 1st at 7:25 in the gym.  The new 
student council officers are working hard at getting the school store stocked and ready and it will hopefully be 
ready to open by the first week in October. 
 
Dana.Struchtemeyer@pisd.edu      
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Note from the Cafeteria:         
We will serve box lunches on every EARLY RELEASE DAY.  The next ERDs are September 24, and 
October 16.                                      Remember to Eat Healthy daily. 
Here is a link to the school daily menus…         http://www.pisd.edu/parents/nutrition/school.menus.shtml 
 
Claire.Jones@pisd.edu   FANS Manager 
 
 
 
 
                                 
PASAR:                        
Our PASAR program is run by Dooley staff.  We have Dooley teachers onsite to help with homework 
for 1 hour Monday thru Thursday.   
If you need a safe, educational, fun, environment for your child after school, remember Dooley PASAR.      
 
Pam.Rand@pisd.edu     Dooley Site Manager     http://www.pisd.edu/parents/program.pasar/index.shtml 
 

 

EXTRA…EXTRA…READ ALL  ABOUT IT!!! 

**********************************************************
myPISD.net Parent Information 

Plano ISD is implementing myPISD.net, a new computer software desktop for students and staff at all 
schools.  Students and staff will automatically be delivered school and class information that is relevant 
to them when they connect at school or at home.  Students will view web pages specifically prepared for 
them by their teachers. These pages may contain calendars, important class files, assignments, 
informational bulletins, curriculum materials presented in class and a wide range of other electronic 
items.  Students can communicate and collaborate with their peers and teachers via online forums and 
discussions, and can submit their work electronically when appropriate.  Some of this information was 
formerly available on the Electronic Classroom Center (ECC) but will now be available in enhanced 
form on the students’ myPISD.net class pages.  As schools switch over to myPISD.net, the use of 
ecc.pisd.edu will end. 
  
Students can also access this new software desktop from home by connecting to 
http://schoolname.mypisd.net ( http://PSHS.mypisd.net ) . The students use the same login and 
password that they use when logging into the network at school. The myclasses page contains a list of 
the student’s classes as well as up-to-date grade information that a teacher has posted. 
http://mypisd.net/links-inside.shtml 
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News from our feeder schools and around the district: 
 
Williams High School  
1717 17th St  
 
Williams High School Volleyball Camp 
Grades K-6 
Date: Sept 27, 2008 
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Cost: $30 per player 
Contact Coach Gaston for more information at Jessica.Gaston@pisd.edu  
 
 
 
 
 
Plano East High School 
3000 Los Rios Blvd. 
 
Plano East Golden Girls Dance For Down Syndrome 
The Golden Girls are raising money to support the Down Syndrome Guild.  Both organizations receive 
50% of the donations. You may make a one time donation or if you’d like to go one step further you can 
pledge per total number of First Downs made by the Plano East Panthers (All Season starting August 
29 - Nov. 7). Other opportunities to pledge will be available at all PESH home games, as well as on-line 
at the Golden Girls’ website:  http://peshgoldengirls.org/   
  
 
PLANO EAST Golden Girls are hosting a Rummage Sale  
WHEN:  Saturday, September 20, 2008 
TIME:   07:00 am - 3:00 pm 
WHERE:  Bowman Middle School (north) parking lot 
If you'd like to make a donation, please drop it off at Bowman by 7am Saturday morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encourage your friends to sign up for our weekly e-news    http://elist.pisd.edu/login.php  
 
 
 
To unsubscribe, log onto the elist Web site at http://elist.pisd.edu and go 
to the Summary page and select the unsubscribe option. (Note: In order to 
change your e-mail address, you must first unsubscribe and then re-subscribe 
using your new e-mail address.) 
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